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Activity Description 

Students listen to a classic folk story from the UK, retell it and then tell their own story. 

Time 60 – 90 minutes, spread over two classes. 

Language level: B1 (using the transcript) to C1 

Main Task: Extended listening, telling a story, vocabulary: two idioms 

Topics: Folk stories 

Language focus: Telling stories 

 

You will need 

Lyric video of Queen’s ‘Don’t Stop Me Now’. 

3 pictures to elicit the elements of the story (see last two pages of this document). 

A link for students to listen to the Lady Godiva podcast episode. At this link, you can 

also find a transcript for the whole episode.  

 

Background 

The Lady Godiva story is a popular one that most British kids know about.  

Lady Godiva was a powerful woman in 11th century Anglo-Saxon England. Her 

husband, Earl Leofric, was the Earl of Mercia. Previously, Mercia had been a rich and 

powerful kingdom in the Midlands of England. However, by the time of the story, its 

power was on the wane compared to other areas of England. 

The fact we know anything about Lady Godiva at all is unusual. We know very little 

about the women of Anglo-Saxon England, sometimes we are not even told the names 

of the queens. Lady Godiva, though, is comparatively well-documented, which 

suggests she was a smart, canny operator despite all of the restrictions placed on 

women at that time. For example, we know that she was popular with the church, 

gave lots of money to charity and was respected in court. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHi9mKq0slA
https://englishwithstephen.com/2021/06/06/word-stories-lady-godiva/


 

 

At the time of the story, Coventry was an important city in England, and especially in 

Mercia. 

There is no evidence at all that Lady Godiva actually rode a horse naked. There are 

stories of men and women walking in nightwear in order to atone for their sins. 

However, the stories of Lady Godiva riding naked do not appear until the 12 and 

1300s, and the stories of a peeping Tom, do not appear until another 100 years later. 

There is a theory that the stories were a way of criticising the Norman takeover of 

England in 1066. The Normans were very harsh on the peasants, as well as killing all of 

the aristocracy. The theory is that the story shows how life had been better under 

Anglo-Saxon rule because, although taxes were often too high, it was possible to 

reason with the rulers and convince them to do something to help the people. The 

implication being that the Norman rulers could never be persuaded to do likewise. 

Lady Godiva is still an important figure in the city of Coventry. There is a statue of her 

in the city centre which acts as a focal point for celebrations and protests. There is also 

a procession every year to celebrate her, although nowadays the woman who plays 

Lady Godiva is not totally naked. 

 

Procedure 

Class One 

Introduction 

1. Tell students you are going to play them ‘Don’t Stop Me Now’ by Queen. Before 

you play it, check to see what students know about the song or the band. 

2. Ask students to listen and just get a reaction to the song. Potential questions 

include: 

a. Do you like the song? 

b. What genre is it? 

c. When/where would you play/hear this song? 

3. Before playing the song again, tell students that the singer compares himself to 

a lot of different things. Check if students can remember any of the 

comparisons, and then play the song again to check and discover more. 

4. Students compare notes in pairs and then as a class. The comparisons include: 

a. A shooting star 

b. A tiger defying the laws of gravity 

c. A racing car 

d. Lady Godiva 

e. Mr. Fahrenheit 

f. A rocket ship on its way to Mars 

g. A satellite 

h. A sex machine 

i. An atom bomb 



 

 

5. Take this opportunity to clarify any language that students are interested in, 

but save Godiva until last. 

6. If it hasn’t already been brought up, highlight Lady Godiva. See if students 

know anything about her. Some students might mention the Belgian chocolate 

company, but usually they don’t know anything about her. 

 

Eliciting 

1. Show the students the picture of Lady Godiva. Elicit as much information as 

possible, making sure you include or provide the following and write them on 

the board for later use; 

a. Naked woman 

b. Riding a horse 

c. Medieval town 

 

2. Show the images of Coventry. Elicit descriptions, making sure to include the 

words on the board for later use. 

a. Church / cathedral 

b. Ruins  

 

3. Finally, show the image of the Peeping Tom. Elicit what the man is doing, 

provide the phrase ‘peeping Tom’ and a definition. Write the word ‘peeping 

Tom’ on the board. 

 

Speaking 

1. Put students into pairs / small groups. Tell them that all of the important 

elements of the story about Lady Godiva are listed on the board. Ask them to 

create a story that includes all of the elements. Circulate and help students 

with any vocabulary or if they need some inspiration. 

2. Students tell their stories to the class. Ask the listeners to make a note of any 

interesting ideas. 

3. The class works together to create its own story using the most common ideas 

from the pair/group work. 

 

Homework 

1. Tell students they are going to listen to the story for homework. Show students 

how to access a podcast on their phones if they need help. Set the following 

tasks. 

a. Be ready to retell the story in the next class. 



 

 

b. Be ready to explain the two idioms in the podcast. Do you have any 

similar expressions in your first language? 

c. Be ready to tell a folk story from your own country / culture. 

Class Two 

Lady Godiva 

1. Put students into pairs / groups and get them to recreate the story from the 

podcast.  

2. Students come together as a class and recreate the story together. Ask the 

group what similarities and differences there were from the students’ original 

story in the previous class. Find out if the students liked the story and what 

they think the moral, or the lesson, might be. 

3. Check the two idioms (Peeping Tom and sent to Coventry) and discuss how the 

same idea could be communicated in their first languages. 

 

Folk story 

1. Put students into small groups of up to 4. Ask the students to tell their stories. 

As they members of each group listen, encourage them to take notes so they 

can retell the story later. 

2. Reform the groups. The students now tell the stories they heard from the other 

members of their original group. 

3. As a class, ask about any common features of the stories they heard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Picture 1: Lady Godiva Painting 

https://fineartamerica.com/featured/lady-godiva-after-john-collier-joanna-maria-morales-

miarrostami.html 

 

 

Picture 2: Coventry Cathedrals – Ruins and New Cathedral 

https://yournz.org/2017/10/09/coventry-cathedral-welcome/ 

 

 

https://fineartamerica.com/featured/lady-godiva-after-john-collier-joanna-maria-morales-miarrostami.html
https://fineartamerica.com/featured/lady-godiva-after-john-collier-joanna-maria-morales-miarrostami.html
https://yournz.org/2017/10/09/coventry-cathedral-welcome/


 

 

 

Picture 3: Peeping Tom 

https://google-street-view.com/peeping-tom/

